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Mailed on: My 17, 2001 



NOTIFICATION OF GROUND OF REJECTION 



Application No,: 
Prepared: 
Examiner: 
Applicant: 
Article Applied: 



Hei 11 266391 
July 6, 2001 

Takashi Isobe 3021 3J00 

OTEC RESEARCH INC. 
Article 29, paragraph 2 



This application should be rejected on the following ground. The applicant may file an 
opinion within 60 days from the mailing date of this notificaton. 

Reason(s): 

The invention defined in the following claim(s) could be easily made by one skilled in the 
art before this application on the basis of the invention which has been described in a publication 
distributed in Japan or in any foreign country prior to this application, and therefore, is not 
allowable under the Patent Law, Article 29, Paragraph 2. 

Notes (see Citation List) 

(1) Claims 1-4 

In the cited document 1, it is recognized that an invention of a bicycle pedal structure is 
described, which comprises chain wheels 1,1; chain 2 extended around said chain wleels 1,1; 
pedal 3 attached to said chain 2; and arm 6 which constrains the rotation of said pedal about a 
line included in a plane in which the chain 2 moves, wherein chain wheels 1, 1 is rotatable with 
chain 2 being endlessly movable along a large curvature radius portion, first and second small 
curvature radius portions and being extended around said chain wheels 1, 1 at the first and second 
small curvature radius portions. 

When comparing the invention relating to the claims 1 - 4 with the invention described in 
the cited document, "chain wheels 1, 1", "chain 2", "pedal 3", "arm 6" and "a bicycle pedal 
structure" correspond to "a rotatable member and a supporting member", "an endless driving 
member", "a human powered drive receiving portion", "constraining means", and "a human 
powered drive mechanism" respectively. 

(2) Claim 5 

It is recognized that the pedal 3 of the invention described in the cited document 1 is 
rotatably attached to the chain 2 about an axis substantially perpendicular to a plane in which the 
chain 2 moves. 

(3) Claim 6 

The bicycle pedal structure of the invention described in the cited document 1 is used for 
a bicycle. As a bicycle has a pair of pedal 3 generally, it is recognized that it has a pair of chain 



1 



# 



wheels 1, 1 ; a pair of chain 2; and a pair of pedal 3. An invention of a structure could be easily 
made by one skilled in the art in which the first and second chain wheels are coaxial with each 
other and are fixed to each other by a shaft member, said shaft member comprising a third 
rotatable member between said first and second rotatable members. 

(4) Claims 8, 11 

It is recognized that the bicycle pedal structure described in the cited document 1 
comprises rear wheel shaft 7; chain wheel 1, 1; chain 2 extended around said chain wheel 1,1; 
and pedal 3 attached to said chain 2, in which said rear wheel shaft 7 is connected to said chain 
wheels 1, 1. 

(5) Claim 13 

As pedal 3 which is attached to chain 2 is described in the cited document 1, an invention 
of a structure could be easily made by one skilled in the art in which one of the links of chain 2 
constitutes a driving force receiving link which is provided with a shaft projected in a direction 
perpendicular to a plane in which chain 2 moves, and said driving force receiving link is rotatably 
mounted to said arm 6 through said shaft. 

As for the invention except the claims pointed in this NOTIFICATION OF GROUND OF 
REJECTION, no ground of rejection could be found. When new ground of rejection is found, it 
will be informed. 
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* Prior Art: 
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2 



